Rabies Update for Animal Control, Wildlife Officials & Veterinarians in
Colorado

On January 6, 2009, Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE) reported positive rabies DFA results on a domestic cat from Lamar in Prowers County.  On January 4th, property owners in Lamar noted a semi-feral cat on their property that was dragging it's hind quarters, the persons attempted to assist the cat, and one person was bitten and scratched in the face by the cat.  The property owners took the cat to a local veterinarian, who described a facial abscess at least 7 days old, neurologic symptoms, and hypersalivation. The cat died suddenly at the veterinary clinic on January 5th and was shipped to CDPHE for testing.  Local public health officials investigated to rule out additional exposures and are alerting the community.  The local veterinary clinic fortunately took sufficient precautions to avoid exposure.  While no contact was observed between the rabid feral cat and other domestic animals, the owned, currently vaccinated cats and dogs are receiving booster vaccinations and the remaining feral cats on the property are being trapped. Property owners recently noticed increased skunk and fox activity on and around their property.

CDC reported today:  "Antigenic typing with monoclonal antibodies to the nucleoprotein of rabies virus demonstrated a pattern consistent with a rabies virus variant found in skunks in the South Central U.S.A."

One skunk and one fox were confirmed with rabies infection in Prowers County in 2009.  In 2009, CDC reported variant typing results for the rabid fox from Prowers County consistent with the south central U.S. skunk variant.

So far this year, a skunk from north central El Paso County has also tested positive for rabies.

Please see the attached summary data table for a summary of rabies data for 2009.


Variant typing results for other non rabies reservoir species in Colorado for 2009 are expected shortly from CDC.

The last rabid domestic cat in Colorado was in Cheyenne County in 2008.  A historical table of       domestic animal and human rabies cases is also attached.
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Lab Confirmed Rabies Positive Animals
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Year to date known exposures to lab confirmed rabid animals:  26 humans and 101 domestic animals.

 Of the 101 domestic animals considered exposed 36 were dogs exposed to one skunk at a private hunt club in Arapahoe County

Number of lab confirmed rabid animals with known exposures to humans: 19

Number of lab confirmed rabid animals with known/suspect exposures to pets/domestic animals:  38

* Testing at CDC of these animals indicated infection with the variant associated with skunks in south central U.S.

** Testing at CDC is pending on these specimens.

Rabies by Month 2009 (by date of report- results from CDPHE or CSU Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory)
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		County		Bat		Skunk		Other		Total

		Adams		1						1

		Arapahoe		1		5				6

		Boulder		32						32

		Chaffee		1						1

		Denver		12						12

		El Paso		2		8		1 horse**          1 cow**              1 mtn lion**      1 fox**		14

		Elbert				5				5

		Gilpin		1						1

		Jefferson		2						2

		Kiowa				1				1

		Kit Carson				1				1

		Larimer		6						6

		Lincoln				1				1

		Mesa		1						1

		Montezuma		1						1

		Morgan		1		8				9

		Otero				2				2

		Prowers				1		1 - fox*		2

		Weld		1						1

		Yuma		0		5				5

		Total		62		37		5		104
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				Jan		Feb		Mar		Apr		May		June		July		Aug		Sep		Oct		Nov		Dec		Total

		Bat		0		0		0		0		3		7		18		26		6		2		-		-		62

		Skunk		1		0		1		3		5		6		4		6		5		1		1		4		37

		Fox		0		0		0		0		0		1		0		0		0		0		1		-		2

		Other		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		3		0		-		-		3

		Total		1		0		1		3		8		14		22		32		14		3		2		4		104






