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To whom it may concern,

Westminster Animal Management is nominating the Colorado Reptile Humane Society for the Friends of Animal Control Award.  CoRHS is a leader in reptile sheltering, contributing to the animal welfare field in countless aspects.  Ann-Elizabeth Nash, the CEO and creator of CoRHS, time and again lends support to the animal welfare community as well as the Animal Control Community.   She has assisted Animal Control in various cases from as far away as Arlington, Texas to our backyard in Westminster, Colorado.  

Ann-Elizabeth’s is recognized as one of the national leaders in her field.  Such was the case in November 2009 when Ann-Elizabeth responded to Arlington, Texas to assist Animal Control/Welfare personnel with a seizure of over 26,000 exotics.  This venture took her away from her family, her livelihood, and her own animals, yet she volunteered with enthusiasm and expertise, lending invaluable assistance.    

On February 1, 2010 Ann-Elizabeth once again went above and beyond my expectations, or the expectations for any Shelter.  Westminster Animal Management was investigating a case involving numerous illegal exotics.  Once I realized the validity and the enormity of the situation, I contacted her.  She was more than willing to share her knowledge with me, providing me information about handling, transporting, feeding, vet care, and the list goes on and on.  Over the course of our investigation, Ann-Elizabeth was on speed dial.  She was willing to answer the most mundane of questions, and be accessible at the most inconvenient of times.  Ann Elizabeth went so far as to assist WAM during the confiscation of the animals.  This was no small feat.  A myriad of animals later, most ranging over 6 feet in length, some in excess of 12 feet in length, Ann-Elizabeth did not shy away from measuring, removing, and cataloging these various animals.  Even when one of our 6’1” living evidence crawled into her jacket sleeve, and through the arm hole, she did not flinch; she quietly, calmly, and with the utmost professionalism removed the animal from her jacket without incident.  Following the seizure, Ann-Elizabeth then re-situated, and adjusted the living arrangements in her shelter to accommodate the impound of these arduous animals, which as we know can be a lengthy, rigorous process in and of itself.  Ann-Elizabeth exhibited extraordinary generosity and selflessness, and as a true “friend” has not asked for anything in return.  

As if her efforts to assist in the field or her willingness to provide advice or information over the phone at even the most inconvenient times was not testament enough.  Ann-Elizabeth has once again proven herself to be a advocate, teacher, and friend as she has volunteered her time to teach a class at the 2010 CAACO spring conference, exotic animal handling, behavior, illegal trade, and it’s ramifications.  Ann-Elizabeth has also been an advocate for exotic animal legislation and participates regularly in PACFA meetings and discussions.
She is truly a supporter and “friend” to the animal control field.

Respectfully Submitted,

Janee’ Teague 

Animal Management Supervisor 

Westminster Police Department
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